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The CBECS classi�es buildings according to their “principal building activity (PBA)” at the time when the survey is completed.  
The PBA is de�ned as the primary business, commerce, or function within each building.  For projects with multiple activity 
classi�cations, the activity that occupies the most �oorspace ultimately de�nes the usage type category.  Buildings are also 
classi�ed into more speci�c sub-categories of activities, which are re�ected in the “National Retail Activity Breakdown” chart 
below. 

The CBECS website speci�cally de�nes the retail PBA (referred to as “mercantile”) as “Buildings used for the sale and display 
of goods other than food.” 

More information on building activity de�nitions can be found on the CBECS website located here:

http://www.eia.gov/emeu/cbecs/building_types.html
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IPCCR Disaggregated EUI

CBECS: RETAIL
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National Retail Activity Breakdown

SAMPLE SIZE 339

NATURAL GAS ELECTRIC

IPCCR Utility Breakdown

58.2%

84.0%16.0%

41.8%

consumption percentage

cost percentage

total cost
$166,439.23 | $32,768.65

cost/sq ft
$0.33| $1.66

SAMPLE SIZE 111

Mixed Sum 

Only Sum 

Lighting Only 

Other Only 

H
VA

C 
Eq

uipment Only 

W
in

do
w

 R
ep

la
ce

m

ent Only 

In
su

la
tio

n Only 

Plumbing
 O

nly 

31
25
16
6
3 108

105

95

86

111
111

111
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IPCCR EUI by HVAC Characteristics
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IPCCR Total Area Daylit

SAMPLE SIZE 306

IPCCR EUI by Building Shape

SAMPLE SIZE 111
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IPCCR EUI by Building Size
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Berofe 1946 15.4 1.5 4.3 0.3 13.2 0.9 2.6 0.4 0.6 6.5
1946 - 1969 25.5 1.7 5.6 0.5 8.4 1.1 7.5 0.5 0.6 7.6
1970 - 1989 21.1 1.9 5.7 0.5 8.9 0.1 0.4 0.4 1.4 5.9
 1990 -2012 28.8 3.1 19.5 0.8 14.7 7.3 3.0 0.5 0.7 13.6
2013 - 2018 21.4 2.5 10.6 1.1 12.3 1.9 1.2 0.8 8.2 11.3
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IPCCR EUI By Vintage / End Use
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